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Ratcheting Up the Three R’s 
All Subjects Instructional Unit Plan 

Subject:  English 
 

Estimated Length of 
Unit:  9 weeks  

Beginning Date: 
August  

Projected 
Ending Date:  
October 

 Course:  The Scarlet Letter/Thematic Essay/Multi-genre project 
(Synthesis of multiple text) 
 

Grade:  12 

Unit Theme, Big Idea, or Essential Question: 
Our “civilized” society:  What does it mean to be “civilized”?  What does it mean to be 
“uncivilized”?  How would you describe your society?  What is the impact of labeling and 
stereotyping?  How does labeling and stereotyping contribute to viewing our society as civilized 
or uncivilized?    

 
 

UBD Stage One-Desired Results   
A. Students will be able to independently use their leaning to… (Transfer Goals) 
1.  Learn to challenge societal norms that teach social prejudice for any reason. 
2.  Find an appreciation for a classic American text. 
3.  Understand ways that canonical texts can still relate to their everyday lives. 
4.  Work well together in groups 
5.  Improve vocabulary and grammar through reading. 
 
B. Students will understand that… 
1.  It is okay to challenge social norms and/or prejudice. 
2.  Labeling and Stereotyping will have an impact on both society and individuals. 
3.  Their society can be either civilized or uncivilized 
 
C. Students will know… 
1.  How to analyze more than one text to find common theme among them 
2.  How to think critically about the society around them to identify areas of prejudice 
3.  How to identify, discuss and support themes found in The Scarlet Letter 
4.  Use contextual clues to define unknown words in the text 
5.  How to recall and summarize information in a written news story 
6.  How to analyze newspaper articles to locate instances of uncivilized behavior 
7.  How to understand the impact and relevance of lingual stereotypes in daily society 
8.  How to recognize the sources or inspirations of lingual stereotypes  
9.  How to distinguish why a video clip about lingual stereotypes is absurd and ironic 
10.  How to Read together and participate in Literature circles 
11.  How to analyze a video and identify racial prejudices 
12.  How to synthesize information from multiple text to draw conclusions and form judgments 
13.  How to analyze a text in isolation and in its original context 
14.  How to demonstrate understanding of their reading by forming an opinion about characters 
       in the novel 
15.  How to analyze a text for instances of prejudice against people with different sexual 
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orientation 
D. Students will be Skilled at… 
1.  Annotating and analyzing for specific evidence 
2.  Synthesizing information from multiple texts 
3.  Characterizing/characterization 
4.  Identifying and tracing a theme across multiple texts 
5.  Identifying and making a judgment on social issues 
6.  Writing a thematic paper that incorporates several texts and current social issues 
     SLO:  Part 1:  70% of students will be able to read, annotate and analyze multiple texts and 
     analyze video on specific social issues to construct a multi-genre project (Social Network 
     Site, Letter, Research Paper, Website, Prezi, Powerpoint, Music, Lyrics, Recipe Book) and/or 
     a Thematic paper. 
 

Frameworks and Common Core State Standards 
       

Frameworks 
CCSS Reading CCSS Writing CCSS Speaking 

and Listening 
 
 
 
 
 

RL.12.1 
RL.12.2 
RL.12.4 
RL.12.6 
RL.12.10 
RI.12.3 
RI.12.6 
 

W.12.1 
W.12.2 
W.12.4 
W.12.6 
W.12.7 
W.12.8 
W.12.9 

SL.12.1 
SL.12.3 
SL.12.4 
SL.12.5 
SL.12.6 
L.12.1 
L.12.2 
L.12.3 
L.12.4 
L.12.5 
L.12.6 

Unit Specific Vocabulary:  “civilized”, “uncivilized”, canonical texts, prejudice, discrimination, 
labeling, stereotype, sexual orientation, sexual promiscuity, Adultery, racial profiling, 
Puritanism, protagonist, individualism, culture, society, ostracize/alienation, theme/thematic 
essay, character traits, Venn Diagram, consensus, multi-genre, symbolism 
 
 

UBD Stage Two-Evidence 
Pre Assessment   

• Attach Copy at the End of the Unit 
 
Traditional Assessment Each unit of study should have a traditional assessment with at least 1/3 
of the points possible coming from constructed response questions.  

•  Proposed Date for Traditional Assessment _______________  
•  Attach a copy to the end of this unit. 

B. Project-Based Assessment Choose four options for this Unit of Instruction that students can 
choose from for their project-based Assessment.  

• Create a handout that lists the four options and includes instructions and a rubric 
for each choice.  

• Proposed Date for Project-Based Assessment Presentations __ 
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• Attach a copy of the handout explaining the choices for the project and how to 
obtain the rubric  to the end of this unit. __________ 

Alternative Assessment or Big Finale ------What choices will be given students for this Unit?  
□ Comic Strip  □ Diary   
□ Interview   □ Letter to the Editor   
□ Newspaper Story □ Radio Program   
□ Newscast □ Monologue   
□ Poem or Song □ Slideshow   
□ Brochure □ Model   
□ Press Conference □ Play   
□ Soundtrack □ Essay   
□ Rewrite □ Oral Interpretation   
□  □    

 

Introducing the Unit 
Anchoring Activity 

This activity should engage the students and establish the relevance of the entire unit of study. 
Anchoring Activity 

Video Clip, “My favorite movie” 
Song,  
Poem,  
Current Event 
Brainstorming Activity 
Socratic Seminar 
Other_______________ 

Description of Anchoring Activity 
Students will be asked to analyze 

why quotation marks are used 
around “Civilized” 

	  

Now	  that	  you	  have	  established	  what	  the	  students	  need	  to	  know	  and	  be	  able	  to	  do	  at	  the	  end	  of	  this	  unit	  
of	  study,	  now	  plan	  the	  day-‐to-‐day	  learning	  experiences.	  	  

Overview	  of	  the	  Teaching	  Activities	  for	  this	  Unit	  of	  Instruction	  

UBD Stage Three-Learning Plan 
Lesson # 
Date/Day 

 

Teaching/ 
Delivery Method (What I will say or do) 

Check for Understanding  
(What will the students say or 

do) 
Day 1-5 Day 1:  Bellringer:  Students will answer the unit’s essential questions 

in a paragraph… 
TW help students set-up their Avid Binders 

TW explain Unit/Project expectations. 
TW review reading strategies   

TW show short Youtube videos showing society as civilized and/or 
uncivilized 

TW allow Ss to discuss impact of author’s background on a text 
TW lead reflection and discussion of Chapters 1-4 in main text 

TW facilitate group discussions on current events in our society…TW 
pass out current news stories for student newscast groups 

TW show video clips of stereotyping and labeling 
Exit Ticket:  SW answer the Daily Focus/Unit questions 

SW use think-pair-share…SW 
answer the unit’s essential 

questions… 
SW set-up their binder for the 

class 
SW work in small groups to 
determine based on the video 

rather our society is civilized or 
uncivilized…Ss complete a Venn 

Diagram…comparing the two 
videos 

SW read hand-out on the author 
of The Scarlet Letter and 

complete a character trait chart 
SW write reflections to reading in 

their binder. 
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SW present a newscast using 
summarized news stories 

Day 6-10 TW discuss Literature Circle Role Description Sheet (Appendix G Hand-
out) 

TW discuss multi-genre project options (Appendix I) 
Focus:  Labeling/stereotypes/lingual stereotypes 

TW distribute supplemental texts:  “Retrieved Reformation” “Being 
a Chink” and “Meanings of a Word” 

TW distribute Literature Hand-out for groups to complete (Appendix H) 
Character descriptions/character traits 

TW assign Chaps. 5-10 

SW complete Literature Circle 
hand-out assigning group 
responsibilities. 
SW determine the multi-genre 
project they will complete   
SW work in their Literature 
circles to read the supplemental 
texts to make connections and 
reflections. 
SW complete activity on 
symbolism 
SW complete several impromptu 
writings connecting to the text. 
SW complete reading checks on 
chapters 5-10 

 
Day 11-15 Focus:  Social prejudices in society…”racism” 

TW ask What is theme? TW ask students to identify some themes in 
texts 

TW show video clip from movie The Help 
TW facilitate reading groups of main text 

TW show lyrics to Run to the Hills by Iron Maiden and will read from 
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian (begin on Page 

54)…second excerpt (page 95…student will read) 
TW present a mini-lesson on syntax and popular culture…how it impacts 
our choices…grammar lesson…using a Youtube video on Old Spice… 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=owGykVbfgUE 
TW will distribute hand-out for commercial (Appendix J) 

 
TW assign Chaps. 11-15 

 

SW	  respond	  and	  reflect	  on	  social	  
prejudices	  	  

SW	  identify	  themes	  and	  use	  
textual	  evidence	  for	  support.	  
SW	  respond	  to	  video	  clip	  from	  
The	  Help…SW	  listen	  to	  the	  song	  

while	  reading	  along	  with	  
lyrics…SW	  discuss	  the	  lyrics	  and	  

background	  information	  
regarding	  European	  settlers	  

passing	  disease-‐ridden	  blankets	  
on	  to	  Native	  Americans	  when	  
they	  arrived…After	  reading	  

excerpts	  from	  Absolutely	  True	  
Diary…SW	  create	  a	  work	  of	  art	  
that	  expresses	  how	  they	  would	  
feel	  if	  a	  different	  race	  decided	  
that	  it	  was	  their	  job	  to	  eliminate	  

the	  student’s	  entire	  race	  of	  
people.	  

SW	  complete	  the	  grammar	  mini-‐
lesson	  by	  answering	  the	  following	  
questions:	  	  What	  affect	  does	  the	  
punctuation	  have	  on	  how	  the	  
speaker	  presents	  the	  text	  in	  the	  
commercial?	  Why	  does	  the	  writer	  
include	  so	  many	  commas	  and	  

how	  would	  the	  text	  be	  different	  if	  
he	  used	  periods	  instead?	  How	  do	  
the	  writer’s	  grammatical	  choices	  
impact	  the	  meaning	  of	  the	  text	  in	  

written	  versus	  orally?	  
SW	  complete	  reading	  checks	  for	  

chaps.	  11-‐15 
Day 16-20 TW assign a written analysis “Decide if Hester Prynne is a villain or 

victim.” 
SW complete a written analysis 

with textual support to address the 
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TW post question:  How does your culture influence who you are? 
TW present the Holocaust Museum (15 victims with bios) from US 

Holocaust Memorial Museum 
TW distribute the Literature Circle Participation Sheet (Appendix K) to 

be completed by each student 
TW present a mini lesson on homophones versus homonyms by Sarah 

Dennis 
TW display the following website:  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Homograph_homophone_venn_diagram
.png 

TW play the homophone song  
TW assign an impromptu writing assignment about “Bullying” 

(Appendix M) 
TW assign Chaps. 16-20 

prompt. 
SW respond and discuss the 

posted question with their group 
then share with class. 

SW respond in their notebook as 
they walk around the “Holocaust 
Museum”…They will make note 

of names and any interesting 
facts. 

SW complete Literature Circle 
Participation Sheet. 

SW complete a homophone 
activity. 

SW respond to bullying prompt. 
SW complete various reading 

checks on chaps. 16-20 
Day 21-25 TW	  introduce	  debate	  topic	  

TW	  distribute	  the	  Debate	  Participation	  Sheet(Appendix	  O)	  
TW	  distribute	  Video	  Permission	  Slip(Appendix	  P)	  

TW	  facilitate	  reading	  groups	  
TW	  allow	  students	  to	  work	  on	  multi-‐genre	  project	  

TW	  assign	  chaps.	  21-‐24	  

SW	  debate	  based	  on	  whether	  or	  
not	  they	  have	  changed	  their	  mind	  
about	  Hester.	  	  Is	  she	  still	  a	  
victim/villain	  to	  you?	  	  Why	  or	  
why	  not?	  
SW	  complete	  hand-‐out	  to	  
support	  their	  claim	  with	  textual	  
evidence.	  
SW	  read	  and	  reflect	  in	  their	  
notebook…the	  journal	  section	  
SW	  work	  on	  multi-‐genre	  project	  
SW	  answer	  the	  following	  
questions	  as	  an	  assessment	  of	  
reading:	  	  Who	  is	  your	  favorite	  
character	  in	  the	  novel,	  besides	  
Hester	  Prynne?	  	  Why?	  	  What	  
happens	  to	  this	  character	  at	  the	  
end	  of	  the	  story?	  	   

Day 26-30 TW	  allow	  students	  to	  work	  on	  final	  project	  for	  class…Multi-‐genre	  project	  
and	  the	  Thematic	  Paper	  

TW	  allow	  students	  to	  view	  “Easy	  A”	  an	  adaptation	  of	  the	  text:	  The	  
Scarlet	  Letter	  

	  
	  

SW	  complete	  and	  present	  project	  
SW	  complete	  their	  Thematic	  
Paper	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  


